
March 6, 2012

Young RYLA Week 1 Update:

Head Junior Counselors Alex Wood and Ruben Gonzalez, along with Chair Rolo Cuadrado, continue to meet by phone weekly.

The Junior Counselor selection process is over, and we are extremely pleased with our 10 new JCs and staff members, who we expect will work wonderfully with our returning JCs.

Our Junior Counselors and Staff are:
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i Slenker (returning)
Stefan Folkesson (returning)
Alex Brandenburg (returning)
Emily Goodman (returning)
Gamachu Said (returning)
Stefani Messick
Rhys Williams
Katelynn Shields
Martin Garcia
Sheridan Sutton
Katie Cochran
Mark Yee
Paul McNally
Kyrstin Kempf
Beka Bewley
Senior Counselors:

Christa Dryjanski

Craig Essex

Doug Armbrust

Kim Phipps

Lloyd Thomas

Marion Trummer

Mel Grusing

Mikaila Way

Mike Hitchcock

Nan Jarvis

Paulette "PJ" Dyon

Rob Phipps

Stephanie Katz

Our Photographer is the amazing Wayne Markel.
We will be holding our first “Meet and Greet” on Sunday, March 11th, and it is expected that most JCs and SCs will be attending.

The following activities will remain largely unaltered, though we have looked at ways to improve their implementation and changed the structure of how some activities are presented (for example, taking some out of matrix format):

· Circle of Support
· My Life List
· Swept Away
· Towers
· Take a Look Around
· Comedy Club
· Star Prep
· Rotary Youth Programs
· Goofy Olympics
· All Aboard
· Challenge Course
· Ebola
· Core Values
· Trust Walk
· Zipline
· River Crossing
· Circle of Friends
We have decided to alter the following activities:

· (Formerly) Brainwise - will lose three “Wise Ways” and gain three other ways. The name will also change.
· RYLA Ball
· Choices - will be divided into two separate segments, one called “Choices” and the other called “Castaways”
· 4 Way Test - will be led by the SCs and JCs instead of visiting Rotarians
· Global Stations - will change to “Global Leadership” and will focus on both civil rights activists and humanitarian leaders in countries across the world (Nelson Mandela, and others)
· Wally Van Sickle’s Passion to Action - will be expanded to a “Passion to Action” series to include two other stories from SCs or JCs. 
· Call to Action
We are introducing a new activity led by Andrew from the CTIR (Center for Teaching International Relations) focusing on food distribution inequality and global leadership (separate from the Matrix Activity).

Speaker Corey Ciocchetti has confirmed that he will be presenting on Monday morning.

John Ahlenius will present either Monday morning or Tuesday evening.
Dave Boon is confirmed for Monday.

We are in the process of finding a replacement for Peter for the Finding My Voice activity. If none can be found, we will design an alternative activity.

We are currently exploring different options for the movie we will be showing on Monday or Tuesday evening. 


